
A science-based  

foundational program  

that can help all students 

reach reading proficiency  

by the end of third grade!

Hundreds of thousands have benefitted.

At Reading Horizons, we feel these numbers in our core. We know that students 
who don’t have a strong foundation in reading will struggle in all aspects of life.

We walk shoulder to shoulder with educators to fight illiteracy. Our foundational 

reading program, based in the science of reading for nearly 40 years, has equipped 

more than 50,000 educators to help classroom students read proficiently by the end of third  

grade, regardless of their learning differences.

of students nationwide  
are not reading proficiently  
by the end of third grade.  

of them  
will never  
catch up.

readinghorizons.com

64% 75% 



We devour the science.
Decades of research have formed the Science of Reading and the Science of Learning. For nearly  

40 years, our full-time job has been translating findings and applying them to teaching and learning.  

That way, our program can continuously arm teachers with the field’s latest reading discoveries.

Then, make it practical for the classroom.
We work hand-in-hand with teachers to develop resources that transform the complexities of an 

evolving science into a streamlined program for all students, regardless of learning differences.

So teachers can maximize their impact. 
With turnkey lesson plans and software that tracks student progress in real-time, teachers can be 

more efficient, more effective, and focus their attention where it’s most needed.

C     Assess
The software assessment system 
provides a baseline reading level  
for each student and efficiently  
monitors progress throughout 
the course.

C    Instruct
Teacher and/or software-led  
instruction fills gaps in foundational 
reading skills while building pronun-
ciation, spelling, vocabulary, fluency, 
and comprehension skills.

C    Adapt
Assessment data allows teacher- 
and software-led instruction to 
adapt to student needs — creating  
a differentiated experience for 
each student.
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COMPREHENSIVE  
INSTRUCTION MATERIALS

Facilitate whole-class and small-

group instruction with an engaging 

approach, so all students learn and 

practice reading, spelling, writing,  

and decoding skills. New: teacher- 

led lessons for building phono- 

logical and phonemic awareness.

ENGAGING  
DIGITAL SUITE

Aligned interactive lessons for stu-

dents to practice phonological aware-

ness and decodable texts to apply 

phonics skills to the point of automatic 

word recognition. Real-time assess-

ment suite to support students’  

progress and inform instruction.

FOCUSED PROFESSIONAL 
LEARNING

Ongoing professional learning to 

help guide and align instructional 

practices with reading science. This 

includes in-person or virtual training 

and coaching, on-demand resources, 

a digital library, and an online 

professional learning course.

The newly expanded Reading Horizons Discovery® foundational reading program prepares  

K–3 students with the strategies and skills they need to become proficient readers.

INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL

NEW FOR 
FALL 2022

Sound Wall software supports a blended approach to phonological 
awareness instruction to help all students learn each of the 44 
phonemes in the English language and the associated graphemes.



METHOD OVERVIEW
Research shows that the most effective approach  
to teaching beginning and striving readers is through 
an explicit, sequential, multi-sensory phonics  
instructional framework.

Reading Horizons helps students master the rules 
of the English language through the following  
instructional framework: 

THE FRAMEWORK

C 44 SOUNDS OF THE ALPHABET
C  FIVE PHONETIC SKILLS

C TWO DECODING SKILLS

ALPHABET INTRODUCTION
The alphabet is taught in letter sets of four to five 
consonants and one vowel. There are five letter sets in all.

B/b F/f D/d G/g  . . . . A/a (at)

SLIDE

ba

BUILD A WORD

b ba bag d da dad

INTRODUCE MOST COMMON WORDS 

(SIGHT WORDS)

BEGIN SENTENCE STRUCTURE

CONTINUE STUDY OF THE ALPHABET

H/h J/j L/l M/m . . . . . E/e (Ed)

N/n P/p R/r S/s . . . . . O/o (odd)

T/t V/v W/w X/x Y/y . . U/u (up)

Q/q Z/z C/c K/k  . . . . . .  I/i (it)

THE C/K SPELLING RULE
Why cat Starts with C and Kitten Starts with K

When spelling with the /k/ sound, when the sound 

is followed by the vowel i or e, the word will be 

spelled with k; when the /k/ sound is followed by 

the vowels a, o, or u, the word is spelled with a c. 

BLENDS
A Blend is two or three consonants standing 

together, each retaining its own sound. A Blend 

must always be able to begin a word.

Six L-Blends

bl cl fl gl pl sl

Seven R-Blends

br cr dr fr gr pr tr  

Eight Two-Letter S-Blends

sc sk sl sm

sn sp st sw

Five Three-Letter S-Blends

scr spr str spl squ

Two Extra Blends

tw dw

Long and Short Vowels 
Name, sound, and diacritical markings.

a e  o  u  i

a e o u i

k takes i 
and e takes the 

other three



THE FIVE PHONETIC SKILLS  
Must be taught, practiced, and mastered.

1. met run

2. jump rent

3. me so

4. hope ride

5. boat meat

DECODING SKILL 1

motel program locate

DECODING SKILL 2

campus extreme explain

DECODING WORDS OF ANY LENGTH

independent

MURMUR DIPHTHONGS    
ar or  er ur ir

tar storm her burn fir

DIGRAPHS

ch sh wh

church shine which

th th

this thump

SPECIAL VOWEL SOUNDS

haul ouch oil look

zoo saw how boy

SCHWA
All five vowels sometimes make the schwa 
sound when they are in unstressed syllables. 
The schwa sound is generally the short u sound. 
To mark the schwa, we put an ‘x’ under the 
vowel and an upside-down, lowercase e above 
the vowel. This is a standard dictionary mark.

about

ADDITIONAL PRONUNCIATIONS

robin rapid vivid shadow

ou

ow
o

au

aw

oi

oy

oo oo

For more information, contact 
your local Reading Horizons 
representative today:

readinghorizons.com/ 
contact-us


